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Creating a Space of Belonging Beyond Linguistic Boundaries:
Practice of “Projeto Construir ARTEL”
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Projeto Construir ARTEL is a heritage language and learning support project for children with
Brazilian roots in Sakai City, Osaka. It is a place that values children’s language, culture, self-es-
teem, and identity. Unlike many other NPOs led by Japanese people, Brazilian women have played
a central role in building a place where children can feel that they belong. In this article, | introduce
the activities of the program and reflect on what this place means for children and mothers with
immigrant backgrounds, while also considering its implications for school education in Japan.
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