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Multicultural Coexistence and Education Through the Lens of Issues Surrounding
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Foreign Teachers in Public Schools: Toward Overcoming Colonialism
That Disregards Lives
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This paper examines the issues surrounding multicultural coexistence and education in Japan,
using the various problems faced by foreign teachers working in public schools as a starting
point. The government’s position is that the treatment of foreign nationals as “second-class
teachers” is permitted by the “principle of natural law” regarding civil servants; however, this
position is underpinned by the colonialism that permeates this society and its policies toward
foreigners. Colonialism refuses to recognize the lives (biological life, daily life, and life course) of
the “other”—those who are different—as equal. For multicultural coexistence to truly function as
a means of guaranteeing equal lives for foreign nationals, its principles must be established
without being dehistoricized or depoliticized.
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