I SR sE S 5 54 4R
2023 4B (5555 Im1) Bhk

#[5h=No.1609
Be 1A -
BCATT B OB

fi R
AR HIR S BOAREF 2 ST

Vanishing Hubs, Shifting Networks: Exploring Local
Political Behavior and Social Capital in the Age of
Deindustrialization and Suburbanization
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This study examines how the decline of traditional commercial centers and the rise of suburban shopping malls
affect local politics in Japan. Using geocoded data on mall openings and department store closures, combined with
a difference-in-differences design, I analyze their impact on local election outcomes. Results show a slight decline in
voter turnout but a noticeable increase in new candidates, suggesting a reconfiguration of community participation
rather than simple disengagement. These findings point to the evolving nature of local political engagement in the
context of spatial economic restructuring.
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