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Dressmaking technology that nurtured the bodies of
the next generation: The learning and network of
mothers who designed Western-style

children’s clothes

Tomoko Namba
Ochanomizu University, Associate Professor
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Living in a rapidly changing society that is experiencing various technological innovations and social change, what
can we give now to the children who will lead the next generation? About 100 years ago, mothers learned
dressmaking to provide clothes for their children, although they had little experience with Western clothing or with
the craft making them, and they developed the bodies of the generation that followed, who would live in a new era.
This study focuses on children’s clothing seminars, which provided mothers with the knowledge and skills to make
children’s clothes, and it examines who provided these learning opportunities, and how networks for acquiring
dressmaking skills for children’s clothes expanded.
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