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A Study of the Structure of the Internet Knowledge
Commons: A Case Study of the Digital Sheet Music
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Music Information Intelligence Team, RIKEN Center for Advanced Intelligence Project,
JSPS PD Researcher
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This study analyzes the “Commons of Digital Score,” a knowledge commons where public domain sheet music is
collaboratively digitized, to understand how shared knowledge resources are sustainably managed. It examines the
interplay of three key elements: sheet music archives (materials), open-source software (technology), and
transcription communities (collaboration). These elements form a “networked commons” characterized by mutual
interaction. Within this network, the use of resources creates a reciprocal cycle of benefits, where knowledge
circulates and encourages new creation, fostering a “Read/Write” culture.
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