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Redefining citizens as an accountable stakeholder
for future creation through visioning

Ayami Otsuka,

Institute for Future Initiatives, The University of Tokyo, Project Researcher
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With an aim to redefine citizen’s role in regional revitalization especially through energy debate, this study
conducted a questionnaire survey as well as various types of workshops to examine effective ways of citizens
participation. Maniwa city, Okayama prefecture where reginal energy initiatives mainly based on a woody biomass
is being implemented was the target of the study. The result of the survey revealed that people’s high interests
towards reginal energy but low switching behavior towards a new electric company. Workshops provided
opportunities for people to somewhat experience future visioning and learn about the relevant initiatives, but it also

revealed the challenges in designing participatory approaches.
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